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Message from the Office

These past few weeks have been filled with opportunities to connect.
What a pleasure it was for staff to connect and build partnerships with
families on Parent-Teacher Night. Many educators shared excitement
about getting to know who their scholars are through the lens of their
families. As well, it was time to pause, take a breath and reflect on the
learning that continues to take place in the building and the many
successes experienced both individually and collaboratively.

We are looking forward to an Aldergrove tradition, the Gingerbread
Workshop on Thursday, December 5, 2024, from 3:30-6:30 pm. This
will be an excellent opportunity for school and home to come together
and share experiences. Purchase your Kit here.

Many thanks for the continued partnerships and conversations over
these past few weeks. We look forward to more opportunities to
connect and grow together.

Thank you for your continued partnership.

Ms. Jessa
Principal

Mr. Pamayah
Vice Principal

Resources for Families

Guide to the School Year

Centre for Black Excellence

Triple P Positive Parenting Seminars

Student Mental Health and Addiction Newsletter

School Schedule

8:15am - staff on duty outside
8:25am - entry bell

8:30 am - learning block

10:10 am - 10:40 am recess
10:40 am -12:20 - learning block

Safe Arrivals: Please be on
time for school. If your child
is late or will be absent,
please inform the school

12:20 pm - 1:20 pm lunch office or use EDSBY to
1:20 pm - 3:00 pm learning block share this information.
3:00 pm - dismissal




Elementary School Dental Screening Program

York Region Public Health has resumed the dental screening program in schools.
Public health staff will begin visiting Aldergrove on January 13 and 14 2025.
A letter will be distributed to families closer to the time of screening.

Gifted Screening

A letter was sent home regarding dates and steps for the process. Please connect with the office for
further information. If you did not receive an update for your Grade 3 scholar, please reach out to
the office for further information.

Cold Weather is Here!

This is a reminder that all scholars are expected to go outside for recess. Please ensure that your
child/ren are dressed appropriately for winter weather. A change of clothes would be helpful for
primary children should they get wet during the day. Please make sure all clothing items are labeled
with your child’s name. Our “Lost and Found” bin gets filled up quickly and belongings often go
unclaimed. Please make sure your child has a pair of indoor shoes for school.
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YRDSB Family Dashboard

YRDSB is excited to launch our new Family Dashboard. The dashboard will give you secure
one-stop access to information and applications related to your child’s education. It is designed to
make it easier for families to engage with their child’s education. In this first phase, the dashboard
will include secure access to report cards when they are distributed and links to useful information
for parents/guardians.

Important notes before setting up your account:
e If you wish to use a different email, please contact the school to update your email on file




before creating your account. YRDSB email addresses (@yrdsb.ca, @gapps.yrdsb.ca) will
not be accepted.

e Each account must have a unique email address, if you have a shared family address that is
being used by more than one contact, you will only be able to set up one account. If you
would like to set up individual accounts for access, one of the contacts will need to contact
the school and update their email address on file with the school.

e As long as your email on file is the same for all your children, when you sign in to the Family
Dashboard, you should see all of your children.

e Passwords are required to be a minimum of eight characters and a maximum of 256
characters. Requires three out of four of the following types of characters: lowercase
characters; uppercase characters, numbers (0-9); symbols..

e Display Name refers to the parent/guardian who is creating the account. This does not have
to match the name in our system.

e If you are not sure of your child’s student number, it is your child’s student login for Google
Classroom.

e You only need information for one student to create your account. Once created, as long as
your email on file is the same for all your children, when you sign in to the Family
Dashboard, you should see all of your children.

e Once you have set up your account, you can access the dashboard using family.yrdsb.ca
or under Family Resources, which can be found on the homepage from the Board website or
school websites.

e If you forget your password — from the login screen, select the forgot password in order to
create a new password.

Setting up your account

e Visit family.yrdsb.ca to set up your account.

e Click “No account? Create one” under the email.

e Enter this email address into the email field and click the Next Button.

e Check your email, you will receive an email with a one-time code that expires within 30
minutes in order to confirm your identity.

Return to the account creation screen and enter this code.

e Once your email has been validated you will be asked to create a password, enter a Display
Name (parent/guardian name) and enter the following information about your child or one of
your children for further verification:

o Student Number
o Student Birthdate
o Student Home Address Postal Code

Accessing Support
More information, instructions and frequently asked questions are available on the Board website
Family Dashboard Help Page. A translation tool is available on the Board website that will translate
this information into over 80 languages.
A call centre is also available to support you with setting up your account. The call centre will be
available:

e November 19, 21st — from 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Contact:

e Newmarket and Northern York Region: 289-340-0036

e GTA/Toronto: 647-749-4324
For additional support, you can also email: FamilyDashboardHelp@yrdsb.ca




Breakfast Club

Breakfast club is open everyday at 8 AM in the staffroom. Please have your children enter through
the front door and follow the signs to the staffroom. All scholars are welcome to attend.

Note: Breakfast Club opens at 8AM sharp. Early drop off is not available.

Aldergrove Lunch Programs

Aldergrove is providing following lunch
programs:

Tuesday: Pizza Lunch until January 28.
Wednesday: Sushi Lunch until January 29.
Thursday: Sub Lunch until January 30.
Friday: Lunch Lady. Please Order Here.

Thank you for your support. Funds raised support subsidizing field trips, Scientists in the School
workshops, Author visits and much more!

Bus Loop Safety

Drivers must not park and leave their vehicle in the “Kiss-and-Ride” or NO
Bus Loop as it can be unsafe for arrival and dismissal. The Staff ® PARKING

Parking Lot is closed and should not be used.

> Immediately drop off/pick up passengers FIRE_ROUTE
> NO sitting and waiting for your child ®
> NO leaving your vehicle
> This sign overrides any ‘kiss and rides’ or any instruction from non-city ﬁ?:%:“ﬁﬁ%ﬁ
officials )
> Please drive slowly as you enter the school. Safety is a priority.
Message from Our Trustee
December 2024

As we approach the winter break, | am happy to share a few updates from the Board of Trustees
and to wish you all the very best for the approaching break and holiday season.

Multi-Year Strategic Plan

In October, we launched our new Multi-Year Strategic Plan: Building Unity, Achieving Excellence.
The plan sets out three priorities that will guide our direction and decision-making as a school
board: student achievement, health and well-being, and human rights and inclusive education. It
was developed by the Board of Trustees based on feedback received from the community, and we
are grateful to everyone who shared their input. It was important to Trustees to ensure that this is a
plan that serves the needs of our students and community. | invite you to_learn more about this

plan.




Family Engagement

Earlier in the fall, we hosted a series of school council forums, bringing together school council
representatives for an evening of shared learning and discussion. It was a wonderful opportunity to
recognize the important role school councils play in our system and to connect with families. Thank
you to all of the family members who are supporting the work of our school councils, volunteering in
schools, attending events and meetings, sharing information and getting involved in any way to
support and strengthen our schools and school communities.

Some families have asked for tips on encouraging their children to share more information about
their school day. Here are_some tips that | hope you find helpful.

As part of our ongoing commitment to working in partnership with families to support your child’s
education, we also recently introduced the Family Dashboard. The dashboard will offer you secure,
one-stop access to information and applications related to your child’s education. If you have not
yet signed up, you can find more_information on the Board website.

Happy Holiday Season and Winter Break

For many in our community, this time of year includes significant dates and celebrations. For those
who are celebrating, | wish you a happy and joyous celebration. It is also a valuable time to connect
with family and friends, as well as to rest and recharge. | wish you all a safe and enjoyable winter
break and we look forward to welcoming you back in January.

Jenny Chen, Trustee, Markham Wards 1 and 8

French Immersion Information Night & Registration Process for 2025/2026

French Immersion (FI) registration will begin January 17, 2025, and as such, we wanted to take this
opportunity to share updated information. Fl Information Night will take place on January 16, 2025,
at 7 p.m. Please visit the FSL page for more information about the information night and FI
registration. You can also access a Fl newsletter insert to share with all Year 2 Kindergarten
families. More information about registration will be available in January.




GINGERBREAD HOUSE WORKSHOP
THURSDAY DECEMBER 5, 2024

3.30PM - 6.30PM

JOIN US FOR:
GAMES FACE PAINTING
PHOTO BOOTH FOOD

ARE YOU ABLE TO VOLUNTEER? WE NEED YOUR HELP!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDZysQWV5cBInRfgQlb2bDdkqxPk8XnNDCtoZ6-IGmWVIFgw/viewform



December 2024

@ % The Breakfast Program is [®Ig=N| every day from 8:00 - 8:25 am

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
World Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
AIDS Day | CAPC 9:30-11:30 CAPC 9:30-11:30 Sushi Day <& CAPC 9:30-11:30 Lunch Lady
International Day of the Pizza Day % GR6-1 Scientist in the Sub Day &7 Day of Remembrance
Abolition of Slavery GR6-1 and GR56-1 School 3:30 Gingerbread and Action on Violence
Watershed Program Alectra Presentations Workshop Against Women
Food Drive Starts
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
CAPC 9:30-11:30 CAPC 9:30-11:30 Sushi Day.ﬁ"- CAPC 9:30-11:30 Lunch Lady
Pizza Day % Sub Day &7
International Human
Rights Day
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
CAPC 9:30-11:30 CAPC 9:30-11:30 Walk to Schofgl Wednesday CAPC 9:30-11:30 Lunch Lady
i &, Sushi Day<’ )
Food Drive Ends Pizza Day Internatio)r/1al Migrants Day Sub bay &7
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Winter Break Christmas Boxing Day Chanukah Chanukah
Chanukah Chanukah Kwanzaa Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa Kwanzaa
29 30 31
Chanukah | Chanukah New Year's Eve School Resumes after the Winter Break on
Kwanzaa | Kwanzaa Chanukah Monday, January 6, 2025!
Kwanzaa

& Phone: (905) 470-2227

Email: aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca

[ Twitter: @aldergroveps
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We are proud to be serving
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Ready to place your first order?
Visit order.thelunchlady.ca to get started!

Special Food needs? Reduce single use plastics. Sick child?
Make sure to email us Bring your own cutlery It happens. Email us before 8am
bafore you order. from homie. to receive a credit

Contact :Polly

Email :polly@thelunchlady.ca
Phone:905-947-9393
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Community Action Program for Children

YORK REGION

ommunity Action Program for Children- Markham

Virtual & In-Person Programs
Families with Children Ages 0-6 Years of Age

DECEMBER 2024

NO PROGRAMS DECEMBER 23-31@

Tuesda

Wednesda

Learn and Play_ Learn and Play_ Little Chef
9:30-11:30 AM 9:30-11:30 AM 9:30-11:30 AM
Aldergrove Public School Aldergrove Public School Aldergrove Public School
Birth-6 years Birth-6 years Birth-6 years
unregistered unregistered unregistered

Indoor Programs

Winter Wonderland
9:30-11:00 AM
Denison Park
Birth-6 years
unregistered
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" #Circletime #Storytelling
E 12:30PM 12:30PM

Eﬂ Facebook Live Facebook Live

o Birth-6 years Birth-6 years

a unregistered unregistered
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£
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Program Descriptions

Special Event: Thursday December 20th, Join us for the last day before winter break for a special Christmas PJ Party for children aged 0 to 6 years! Wear your coziest
pajamas and enjoy a festive morning filled with fun crafts, creative art activities, and delicious holiday-themed snacks.

Learn and Play - This indoor program follows a developmental approach aimed at fostering the cognitive, emotional, social, and physical growth of children from birth to
six years old through interactive and enjoyable activities. The focus is to provide learning through free play and build positive relationship amongst families.

Little Chef: Join us every Thursday for our Little Chef Drop-In Program, designed for children aged 0 to 6 years and their families! This fun-filled session invites young chefs
to explore cooking through hands-on activities and creative culinary projects. Parents and caregivers can enjoy quality bonding time while kids develop essential skills,
learn about healthy eating, and make new friends in a supportive environment

#5Storytelling - Snuggle up in a cozy spot at home and get ready to relax and enjoy a story.

Winter Wonderland- Join us for the Winter Wonderland at Denison Park, designed for children aged 0 to 6 years! Enjoy festive activities like snow-themed crafts,
storytelling, and winter magic walk. Bundle up and create joyful memories together in this enchanting outdoor experience!

#Circletime- Join us live on Facebook for a lively, interactive session designed to engage young minds in the joy of music and storytelling. Through age-appropriate songs
and stories, children explore language development, coordination, and social interaction in a fun, stimulating environment.

Join our private Facebook group for virtual programs, by visiting:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/markhamcapc
Bl S Canncn ot . _ f
s ol ll For more information or to determine eligibility for free transportation to a program:
e Melanie Whittington, Project Facilitator. Mobile: (905) 806-1895 or Email: capcyorkregion@yorkchild.ca
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A" aps FoOD BANK DRIVE

Did you know that 1in 6 households in
Canada face food insecurity? This means
that families might not have enough to eat
each day.

APS wants to help. We are encouraging you
to donate food items to the Markham Food
Bank. This is a charity that helps families
facing food insecurity.

Bring your
donations
from the most

needed food

to December

18th

markham

All donations support the G oD BANK




A APS FOOD BANK DRIVE

MOST NEEDED ITEMS
Most Needed Food Items Most Needed Personal Hygiene Items
L Cold Cereal Eaby lems A Shampoo and
1 Hot Cereal/Oatmeal 1 Diapers conditioner
[ Snacks for School (especially d Toothpaste and
lunches (peanut-free) size 5 and 6) toothbrushes
L Canned Salmon (d Baby Wipes (J Deodorant
1 Cooking Oil (1 Baby Formula A Soap and Body Wash
L Small bags of rice (stage2and 3) | Menstrual Products
L Evaporated milk
a Jam
O Cookies Information retrieved from
O Crackers http-//markhamfoodbank.c
O Vegetarian soups aldonate
L Drysoup (e.g. ramen
noodles)
[ Coffee and tea

= markham

All donations support the COGE BANE
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Inclusive School and Community Services

Transit Assistance Program (TAP)
For Those who Qualify

York Region is offering the Transit Assistance Program (TAP) to help
make transit more affordable for eligible residents.

Eligible TAP participants can receive a 50% discount on regular Aduilt single ride York
Region Transit (YRT) fare using a PRESTO card. After 40 trips, rides are free for
unlimited travel for the remainder of the calendar month.

Anyone in the family can use the TAP card, including students going to high school

Please Visit . Eligibility and How to Apply for TAP

New Applications and Renewals for 2025 are now being accepted by telephone.

There are a limited number of new spots available so apply soon.
Please contact ACCESS YORK at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 75581. All Students turning 18
should apply in their own right.

If you require language interpretation for this call, simply say the language you speak
when connected at the number above and interpretation services will be put in place.

If you have any additional questions please contact:

Yvonne Kelly,
Community and Partnership Developer, YRDSB
Regional Portfolio on Poverty/Intersections of Poverty
Inclusive School and Community Services

yvonne kelly@yrdsh.ca
(905) 895-5155 ext.5124
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